FYI
Pervious concrete was not originally listed as an approved pervious pavement in the amendments to the Public Facilities Manual (PFM) regarding Low Impact Development (LID) adopted by the Fairfax County Board of Supervisors on March 12, 2007.  Originally Fairfax County took action to bring Low Impact Development (LID) practices into the mainstream by proposing six (6) LID practices to be added to its Public Facilities Manual (PFM).  The primary goal of LID design is to maintain or restore a development site’s natural hydrological function.  LID design attempts to replicate predevelopment peak rates of runoff, runoff volumes, and the frequency of runoff events to the maximum extent possible. This is an environmentally sensitive approach to land development and stormwater management design.  The 6 LID practices were as follows.

1- Pervious Pavement

2- Bioretention Facilities

3- Vegetated Swales

4- Tree Box Filters

5- Vegetated Roof

6- Reforestation 

I am happy to report that on December 21, 2007, Fairfax County released a Letter to Industry (LT1) stating that pervious concrete may now be used as a pervious surface treatment. This LTI has become possible due to the direct involvement of VRMCA and WSSI with Fairfax County Board of Supervisors.  In response to Industry comments in the Public Hearing, the Board of Supervisors directed staff to develop guidance (in the form of a LTI) for this material, and approved its use, due to its environmental benefits in heat island effect reduction as well as water quality and quantity benefits. 

The December 21, 2007 letter provides guidelines for pervious concrete design and use and addresses:

· Submission of requests for approval to use pervious concrete; 

· General design requirements; 

· Construction specifications; 

· Drainage areas; and 

· Hydrologic and hydraulic parameters. 

This Letter to Industry also directs attention to the Letter to Industry #07-17 (Low Impact Development Practices – Amendments to the Public Facilities Manual), which was issued on July 16, 2007 and clarifies the original PFM amendments.  “Pervious Concrete-Use under the Innovative Best Management Practices (BPM) provisions of the Public Facilities Manual” can be viewed at http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/dpwes/publications/lti/08_01.pdf.  For additional information on LID Practices and LTI please visit http://www.fairfaxcounty.gov . 

